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I. TURGENEV AS A PROTOMODERNIST.  
DRAMA A MONTH IN THE COUNTRY IN THE CONTEXT  
OF C. GREENBERG’S COLLECTED ESSAYS MODERNISM DEFENSE.  




ABSTRACT. Clement Greenberg is considered as one of the greatest and most influential American 
critics of the late 20th century. Understanding modern and postmodern discussions in the world of 
literature and fine arts seems to be impossible without the profound knowledge of Greenberg's 
opinions. The aim of the studies in this article is the comparative analysis of I. Turgenev's drama 
A Month in the Country and fundamental principles of Greenberg's theory of modernism, the attempt 
to generate the inner relationships between those two works of art. Treating the aforementioned 
drama as the model piece of Turgenev's dramaturgy we focus on the parametres which build up 
the openness of the play, emphasise the innovative character of the text in the context of the 
changes of the Great Theatre Reform. The interpretation of Turgenev's play in the view of global 
artistic tendencies shows the uniqueness of his work of art. The comparative method of the 
analysis helps to discover the encoded features which will influence modernist way of thinking, 
eliminating the differences between the word and other ways of artistic expression. 
Beata Waligórska-Olejniczak, Uniwersytet im. Adama Mickiewicza w Poznaniu, Pozna – Polska. 
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